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D C  N E I G H B O R H O O D S  M A P

N I G H T + D AY DC
Ins and Outs

The Night+Day promise
Night+Day writers and editors use the same high standards in selecting and
researching venues to be included in our Ins and Outs updates as we do for our
books. Our local correspondents determine which new hot spots are the real deal
and which are simply hypeÑjust as youÕd expect from Night+DayÑto provide the
kind of reliable information you need to make the best possible choices.

NightandDayGuides.com

' Pulse Guides 2009 from PULSEGUIDES

The Top 50 Noteworthy Additions
plus Changes and Closures
from publication date through December 31, 2009

N I G H T + D AY
The Cool Cities series

Key to Night+Day Symbols

Restaurants 
Singles-friendly 

Communal table
Food served at bar

Hotels
Best deluxe room

$ $100—$199
$$ $200—$299
$$$ $300—$399
$$$$ $400 and up

Restaurants 
Main course
$- less than $10
$ $10—$19
$$ $20—$29
$$$ $30—$39
$$$$ $40 and up

Attractions 
Entry or service
$- less than $10
$ $10—$19
$$ $20—$29
$$$ $30—$39
$$$$ $40 and up

Restaurants + Nightlife 
Prime-time noise levels

Quiet
A buzz, but still 

conversational
Loud

Nightlife
Includes bars, clubs, 
and entertainment

Cover or ticket charge
(otherwise, entry is free)

______________________
(G) Gourmet destination
Venues followed by an asterisk (*) are those we 
recommend as both a restaurant and a destination bar.

Key to Pricing
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Midtown Loft 1219 Connecticut Ave. NW, 3rd Floor D C 2 0 2 - 4 6 6 - 7 5 2 9 H i p
Nightclub (18th St. NW) m i d t o w n l o f t d c . c o m 3

The Park at 14th 920 14th St. NW (K St.) D T 2 0 2 - 7 3 7 - 7 2 7 5 C h i c
Lounge t h e p a r k a t 1 4 t h . c o m 3

P o l i c y 1904 14th St. NW (T St.) U S 2 0 2 - 3 8 7 - 7 6 5 4 H i p
Lounge p o l i c y d c . c o m 9 3

P o t e n z a * 1430 H St. NW (15th St.) D T 2 0 2 - 6 3 8 - 4 4 4 4 C l a s s i c
Bar/Lounge p o t e n z a d c . c o m 3

P. O . V. * 515 15th St. NW (Pennsylvania Av e . ) D T 2 0 2 - 6 6 1 - 2 4 7 8 C h i c
Hotel Bar 3

P ro o f * 775 G St. NW (Eighth St. NW) P Q 2 0 2 - 7 3 7 - 7 6 6 3 C h i c
Bar p ro o f d c . c o m 3

Q u i l l 1200 16th St. NW (M St.) W H 2 0 2 - 4 4 8 - 2 3 0 0 C h i c
Bar/Lounge j e ff e r s o n d c . c o m 2

Rock & Roll Hotel 1353 H St. NE (13th St.) A D 2 0 2 - 3 8 8 - 7 6 2 5 H i p
Nightclub ro c k a n d ro l l h o t e l d c . c o m 9 3

Sei Restaurant and 447 Seventh St. NW (E St.) P Q 2 0 2 - 7 8 3 - 7 0 0 7 C h i c
Lounge* Lounge s e i re s t a u r a n t . c o m 3

U l t r a B a r 911 F St. NW (Ninth St.) P Q 2 0 2 - 6 3 8 - 4 6 6 3 C h i c
Nightclub u l t r a b a rd c . c o m 9 3

Ve r i t a s 2031 Florida Ave. NW (Connecticut Av e . ) D C 2 0 2 - 2 6 5 - 6 2 7 0 H i p
Wine Bar v e r i t a s d c . c o m 3

Westend Bistro by Eric 1190 22nd St. NW (M St. NW) W E 2 0 2 - 9 7 4 - 4 9 0 0 C h i c
R i p e rt* Bar w e s t e n d b i s t ro d c . c o m 3

N e w s e u m 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW (Sixth St.) P Q 8 8 8 - 6 3 9 - 7 3 8 6 C h i c
Museum n e w s e u m . o rg $ $

Attractions 

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE 

TYPE WEBSITE PRICE

Nightlife (cont.)

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE COVER NOISE

AD = Atlas District

AM = Adams Morgan

CH = Capitol Hill

DC = Dupont Circle

DT = Downtown

FB = Foggy Bottom

GT = Georgetown

MP = Mount Pleasant

NM = National Mall

PQ = Penn Quarter

SW = Southwest

UN = Upper Northwest

US = U Street Corridor

WE = West End

WH = White House

Neighborhood Key

TOC
Chic Hotels

The Jefferson, Washington, DC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

W Washington DC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

Chic Restaurants

Bibiana Osteria Enoteca  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4

BLT Steak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Bourbon Steak*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Brasserie Beck*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Central . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5

Co Co. Sala* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

J&G Steakhouse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Masa 14* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Oyamel Cocina Mexicana  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

P.O.V.*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6

Proof*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Sei Restaurant and Lounge*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

The Source by Wolfgang Puck  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Vinoteca Wine Bar and Bistro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

Westend Bistro by Eric Ripert* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Chic Nightlife

Bourbon Steak*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Brasserie Beck*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Co Co. Sala* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Masa 14* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

The Park at 14th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

P.O.V.*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Proof*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Quill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

Sei Restaurant and Lounge*  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

UltraBar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 

Westend Bistro by Eric Ripert* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10 

Underline indicates recommendation made in most recent calendar quarter.

Venues with asterisk (*) have descriptions in both restaurant and nightlife categories.
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P o s t o 1515 14th St. NW (P St. NW) U S 2 0 2 - 3 3 2 - 8 6 1 3 H i p
Italian p o s t o d c . c o m $ 3

P o t e n z a * 1430 H St. NW (15th St.) D T 2 0 2 - 6 3 8 - 4 4 4 4 C l a s s i c
Italian p o t e n z a d c . c o m $ $ 3 b

P. O . V. * 515 15th St. NW (Pennsylvania Av e . ) D T 2 0 2 - 6 6 1 - 2 4 7 8 C h i c
Tapas $ 3

P ro o f * 775 G St. NW (Eighth St. NW) P Q 2 0 2 - 7 3 7 - 7 6 6 3 C h i c
American p ro o f d c . c o m $ $ 3 b

Sei Restaurant and Lounge* 447 Seventh St. NW (E St.) P Q 2 0 2 - 7 8 3 - 7 0 0 7 C h i c
Asian s e i re s t a u r a n t . c o m $ 3 b

The Source by Wolfgang 575 Pennsylvania Ave. NW (Sixth St. NW) PQ 202-637-6100 Chic
Puck Asian w o l f g a n g p u c k . c o m / re s t a u r a n t s $ $ $ 2 bc

Vinoteca Wine Bar and 1940 11th St. NW (U St. NW) US 202-332-9463 Chic
Bistro American v i n o t e c a d c . c o m $ $ 2 b

Westend Bistro by Eric 1190 22nd St. NW (NW M St.) WE 202-974-4900 Chic
Ripert* American w e s t e n d b i s t ro d c . c o m $ $ 2 b

B i rch & Barley and 1337 14th St. NW (Rhode Island Av e . ) D C 2 0 2 - 5 6 7 - 2 5 7 6 H i p
C h u rchKey*  Bar/Lounge b i rc h a n d b a r l e y.com, churc h k e y d c . c o m 3

Bourbon Steak* 2800 Pennsylvania Ave. NW (28th St.) G T 2 0 2 - 3 4 2 - 0 4 4 4 C h i c
Hotel Bar f o u r s e a s o n s . c o m / w a s h i n g t o n / d i n i n g / b o u r b o n _ s t e a k . h t m l 3

Brasserie Beck* 1101 K St. NW (11th St. NW) D T 2 0 2 - 4 0 8 - 1 7 1 7 C h i c
Bar b e c k d c . c o m 3

Co Co. Sala* 929 F St. NW (Ninth St.) P Q 2 0 2 - 3 4 7 - 4 2 6 5 C h i c
Lounge c o c o s a l a . c o m 2

C o r k * 1720 14th St. NW (R St.) U S 2 0 2 - 2 6 5 - 2 6 7 5 H i p
Wine Bar c o r k d c . c o m 2

The Gibson 2009 14th St. NW (U St. NW) U S 2 0 2 - 2 3 2 - 2 1 5 6 C l a s s i c
Bar/Lounge 2

Gin & Tonic Ta v e rn 2408 Wisconsin Ave. NW (Calvert St.) U N 2 0 2 - 3 3 3 - 3 1 1 4 C l a s s i c
Bar g i n a n d t o n i c t a v e rn . c o m 3

H Street Country Club 1335 H St. NE (13th St.) A D 2 0 2 - 3 9 9 - 4 7 2 2 H i p
Theme Bar h s t re e t c o u n t ry c l u b . c o m 3

Little Miss Whiskey’s 1104 H St. NE (11th St.) A D H i p
Golden Dollar  Bar 3

M a rv i n * 2007 14th St. NW (U St.) U S 2 0 2 - 7 9 7 - 7 1 7 1 H i p
Bar/Lounge m a rv i n d c . c o m 3

Masa 14* 1825 14th St. NW (Swann St.) U S 2 0 2 - 3 2 8 - 1 4 1 4 C h i c
Nightclub m a s a 1 4 . c o m 3

Restaurants (cont.)

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE PRICE NOISE/SINGLES

N i g h t l i f e

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE COVER NOISE



174

Chic DC Hotels

The Jefferson, Washington, DC • White House • Timeless (99 rms)
An extensive, two-year renovation completed in August 2009 kept a bit of the

best of the hotel’s former self—its Beaux Arts architecture, its displays of orig-

inal documents signed by Thomas Jefferson—but otherwise transformed the

property. Jefferson’s spirit reigns: Toile drapes in the guest rooms reflect designs

in textiles that Jefferson brought home from France; 18th-century maps hang-

ing in Quill, the bar, trace Jefferson’s journeys through Europe’s wine regions.

Quaintly historic? More like “Jefferson in the 21st century.” Treatments in the

hotel’s spa feature the same kinds of herbs and botanicals that Jefferson once

cultivated at Monticello. The wine list at Plume (the restaurant) incorporates

hundreds of Jefferson favorites, while its au courant menus draw their inspira-

tion from ingredients popular in Jefferson’s day. Best room is the 8th floor’s

Thomas Jefferson Suite, with views of the White House, just a few blocks away,

and of the Washington Monument beyond. $$$$ 1200 16th St. NW (M St.),

202-448-2300, jeffersondc.com

W Washington DC • Downtown • Trendy (317 rms)
No sooner was W, the president, out of office than W, the hotel group, re c l a i m e d

the city and the letter for itself. Staking out priceless real estate at the corner of

15th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, the W Washington has every intention of

attracting the attention of the new president, who lives just across the street, as

well as that of every other cool character in town. Let us count its winsome ways:

a wine bar that opens onto Pennsylvania Avenue, a posh year- round rooftop bar

overlooking the White House and the Washington Monument, a Jean-Georg e s

Vongerichten restaurant, a Bliss spa, and guest rooms in modern whites and

timeless ambers. Prime rooms straddle the corner intersection and offer superior

views. The hotel occupies the historic shell of the building that once held the

Hotel Washington, so its near- c e n t u ry-old façade and interior exude history and

p a g e a n t ry. $ $ $ 515 15th St. NW (Pennsylvania Ave.), 202-661-2400 / 877-946-

8357, whotels.com/washingtondc

Chic DC Restaurants

Bibiana Osteria Enoteca • Penn Quarter • Italian
“The whole idea is to be hip and happening but serving authentic cuisine,”

restaurateur Ashok Bajaj told Washingtonian magazine when Bibiana opened in

September 2009. And that tells you everything you need to know—nearly. A

décor consisting of pointy metallic chandeliers, blown-up photos of the

Colosseum and of Audrey Hepburn upon a Vespa, and black-leather and stain-

less-steel accents establishes a sleekly sophisticated tone. But like all Bajaj

eateries (he owns six others in DC, including ultracool Rasika), this one keeps

it real: Servers are welcoming and know their stuff; the menu is a mix of wood-

fired pizzas, traditional pastas, and intriguing new dishes, like poached fluke

with squid ink vinaigrette; and a bar and lounge scene adds a lively touch.

Donovan House 1155 14th St. NW (Massachusetts Ave. NW) D T 2 0 2 - 7 3 7 - 1 2 0 0 H i p
Trendy (193) d o n o v a n h o u s e d c . c o m $ $ $ 8 0 0 - 3 8 3 - 6 9 0 0

The Jefferson, Washington, 1200 16th St. NW (M St.) W H 2 0 2 - 4 4 8 - 2 3 0 0 C h i c
D C Timeless (99) j e ff e r s o n d c . c o m $ $ $ $

W Washington DC 515 15th St. NW (Pennsylvania Av e . ) D T 2 0 2 - 6 6 1 - 2 4 0 0 C h i c
Trendy (317) w h o t e l s . c o m / w a s h i n g t o n d c $ $ $ 8 7 7 - 9 4 6 - 8 3 5 7

Bibiana Osteria Enoteca 1100 New York Ave. NW (12th St.) P Q 2 0 2 - 2 1 6 - 9 5 5 0 C h i c
Italian b i b i a n a d c . c o m $ $ 2 b

B i rch & Barley and 1337 14th St. NW (Rhode Island Av e . ) D C 2 0 2 - 5 6 7 - 2 5 7 6 H i p
C h u rchKey*  M o d e rn American birc h a n d b a r l e y.com, churc h k e y d c . c o m $ $ 3 bc

B LT Steak 1625 I St. NW (16th St.) W H 2 0 2 - 6 8 9 - 8 9 9 9 C h i c
Steak House b l t re s t a u r a n t s . c o m $ $ $ 3 b

Bourbon Steak* 2800 Pennsylvania Ave. NW (28th St. NW) G T 2 0 2 - 9 4 4 - 2 0 2 6 C h i c
A m e r i c a n f o u r s e a s o n s . c o m / w a s h i n g t o n / d i n i n g $ $ $ 2 b��

Brasserie Beck* 1101 K St. NW (11th St.) D T 2 0 2 - 4 0 8 - 1 7 1 7 C h i c
B e l g i a n / F rench b e c k d c . c o m $ $ 3 bc

C e n t r a l 1001 Pennsylvania Ave. NW (10th St.) P Q 2 0 2 - 6 2 6 - 0 0 1 5 C h i c
A m e r i c a n / F rench Bistro c e n t r a l m i c h e l r i c h a rd . c o m $ $ 3 b

Co Co. Sala* 929 F St. NW (Ninth St. NW) P Q 2 0 2 - 3 4 7 - 4 2 6 5 C h i c
Cafe/Lounge c o c o s a l a . c o m $ $ 2

C o r k * 1720 14th St. NW (R St.) U S 2 0 2 - 2 6 5 - 2 6 7 5 H i p
American c o r k d c . c o m $ 2 b

E a t o n v i l l e 2121 14th St. NW (W St.) U S 2 0 2 - 3 3 2 - 9 6 7 2 H i p
S o u t h e rn e a t o n v i l l e re s t a u r a n t . c o m $ 2 bc

G Street Food 1706 G St. NW (18th St.) W H 2 0 2 - 4 0 8 - 7 4 7 4 H i p
Cafe g s t re e t f o o d . c o m $ - 2

Good Stuff Eatery 303 Pennsylvania Ave. SE (Third St.) C H 2 0 2 - 5 4 3 - 8 2 2 2 H i p
B u rger Joint g o o d s t u ff e a t e ry. c o m $ 3

J&G Steakhouse 515 15th St. NW (Pennsylvania Av e . ) D T 2 0 2 - 6 6 1 - 2 4 4 0 C h i c
Steak House (G) j g s t e a k h o u s e w a s h i n g t o n d c . c o m $ $ $ 2

M a rv i n * 2007 14th St. NW (U St.) U S 2 0 2 - 7 9 7 - 7 1 7 1 H i p
Belgian/American m a rv i n d c . c o m $ $ 3

Masa 14* 1825 14th St. NW (Swann St.) U S 2 0 2 - 3 2 8 - 1 4 1 4 C h i c
Latin/Asian m a s a 1 4 . c o m $ 3 bc

Oyamel Cocina Mexicana 401 Seventh St. NW (D St.) P Q 2 0 2 - 6 2 8 - 1 0 0 5 C h i c
Mexican o y a m e l . c o m $ 2 b

Black Book DC

Restaurants 

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE E X P E R I E N C E

TYPE WEBSITE PRICE NOISE/SINGLES

Hotels

NAME ADDRESS (CROSS STREET) N’HOOD PHONE EXPERIENCE 

TYPE (ROOMS) WEBSITE PRICE 800 NUMBER
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Romancers should ask for tables 40 or 41; spotlight lovers should request win-

dow tables. Mon–Wed 11am–10:30pm, Thu–Fri 11am–11pm, Sat 5–11pm. $$

b2 1100 New York Ave. NW (12th St.), 202-216-9550, bibianadc.com

BLT Steak • White House • Steak House
BLT Steak feels as if a gang of 20-somethings banded together to demand a

steak house of their own, complete with syncopated soundtracks, enormous por-

tions of Kobe beef, loungey furniture, and inventive cocktails (try the Kentucky

Blush). Those who’ve been very, very good can enjoy a line of extra-decadent

desserts (peanut butter and milk chocolate mousse, anyone?). The instigator of

all this fun is Chef Laurent Tourondel, whose initials are found in the restau-

rant's name, along with the B for Bistro. Mon–Thu 11:30am–2:30pm and

5:30–11pm, Fri 11:30am–2:30pm and 5:30–11:30pm, Sat 5:30–11:30pm.

$$$ b3 1625 I St. NW (16th St.), 202-689-8999, bltrestaurants.com

Bourbon Steak* • Georgetown • American
It was never that the restaurant at the Four Seasons was bad, it was just that

it never really wowed. All that has changed with the arrival of Michael Mina’s

Bourbon Steak. “Elegant informality” describes a design sensibility that plays

with the traditional tavern themes: Think natural and crafted accents, includ-

ing leather, wood, and rubbed glass. Diners gaze out at the C&O Canal while

savoring classic Mina dishes such as the crispy-skin Atlantic striped bass or

the lobster pot pie, all this while the kitchen’s wood-burning grill sends out the

i rresistible smoky smell of steak and lamb as it’s cooked to perfection. All

together now: Wow! Sun–Thu 11:30am–2:30pm and 5:30–10pm, Fri–Sat

11:30am–2:30pm and 5:30–10:30pm. $ $ $ b 2 Four Seasons Hotel, 2800

Pennsylvania Ave. NW (28th St. NW), 202-944-2026, fourseasons.com/

w a s h i n g t o n / d i n i n g / b o u r b o n _ s t e a k . h t m l

Brasserie Beck* • Downtown • Belgian/French
Renowned for the elegant Marcel’s, chef Robert Wiedmaier lets his hair down

at this grand, European-style brasserie, where Washingtonians wander in and

out all day, tossing back Bavik and munching on mussels, frites, or beef car-

bonade. While most patrons pull up to the bar or take a load off at one of a clus-

ter of tables, the best seat in the house is the chef’s table directly in front of

the exhibition kitchen, in full view of the ever-entertaining Wiedmaier. The vibe

here is contagious and the word is definitely out: Chefs from all over DC often

pop in for their own R&R. Mon–Thu 11:30am–11pm, Fri–Sat 5–11:30pm. $$

bc3 1101 K St. NW (11th St.), 202-408-1717, beckdc.com

Central • Penn Quarter • American/French Bistro
How popular is Central? Put it this way: Don’t even bother trying to call—it’s often

impossible to get through. And that’s just fine as far as chef Michel Richard is con-

c e rned. His other restaurant, Citronelle, is among Wa s h i n g t o n ’s best. As for Central,

i t ’s Richard ’s love letter to America, presenting an aff o rdable menu of both Fre n c h

and American favorites (crab cakes, fried chicken, gougères, banana splits), serv e d

in a cheery, casual bistro setting. While the clientele is mixed, expect to see lots of

black leather jackets on the men and knee-high boots over jeans on the women. As

they do at Citronelle, everyone here seems to have a pretty great time. M o n – F r i

11:45am–2:30pm and 5:30–11pm, Sat 5:30–11pm. $ $ b3 1001 Pennsylvania

Ave. NW (10th St.), 202-626-0015, centralmichelrichard . c o m

Changes (Please make a note in your Night+Day guide.)

Restaurants
Johnny’s Half Shell, p. 95, has relocated to 400 N. Capitol St. NW,

202-737-0400.

Finn MacCool’s, p. 133, is now Molly Malone’s.

Galileo, p. 126, and Laboratorio del Galileo, p. 127, are closed for 

renovations and will reopen in mid-2009.

Closures (Please make a note in your Black Book.)

Restaurants
Agua Ardiente*, p. 60

Bread and Chocolate, p. 93

Butterfield 9, p. 61

Columbia, p. 190

Dragonfly*, p. 63

Geranio, p. 200

Gerard’s Place, p. 126

Les Halles, p.127

Merkado, p. 97

100 King Street, p. 200

Viridian, p. 99

Nightlife
Agua Ardiente*, p. 69

Avenue, p. 100

Bar Nun, p. 100

Blue Gin, p. 69

Capital City Records, p. 102

Chloe, p. 70

Cobalt, p. 70

Dragonfly*, p. 70

Five, p. 104

Home, p. 105

IMAX Jazz at the National Museum 

of Natural History, p. 133

Mantis, p. 105

MCCXXIII, p. 74

Pearl, p. 75

Play Lounge, p. 75

Republic Gardens, p. 75

Saki, p. 106

Sky Terrace, p. 135

Spank, p. 76

Tapatinis, p. 106

Attractions
Artefacto, p. 77

The Bead Museum, p. 108

Shops
The District Line, p. 88
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Co Co. Sala* • Penn Quarter • Cafe/Lounge
Even the menu goes by a provocative name, “Bites and Sips,” at this super-

sexy chocolate-themed cafe and lounge. There are savory dishes too, including

three different kinds of mac ’n’ cheese. Boutique: Mon–Fri 10am–5pm. Dining:

M o n – Wed 5–9:30pm, Thu 5–10pm, Fri–Sat 5–11:30pm, Sun 11am–3pm. $ $

2 929 F St. NW (Ninth St. NW), 202-347-4265, cocosala.com

J&G Steakhouse • Downtown • Steak House (G)
Eleven stories up, hipsters throng the W Hotel’s wildly popular rooftop bar; one

level down, subtler scenesters hang out in the hotel’s dimly lit wine bar. But

here at street level, those dining at J&G’s restaurant might be having the best

time of all. Inside this high-ceilinged, arch-windowed, white columned space,

the city’s power brokers settle in like children, buzzing with anticipation, then

purring with pleasure, over barbecued lamb chops with potato purée—and the

champagne-fried onion rings, oh, the champagne-fried onion rings. Despite its

steak house label, J&G is equally liked for its seafood and vegetable dishes.

“J&G” refers to renowned chef Jean-Georges Vongerichten, of course, and the

name, in this case at least, speaks for itself. Daily 11:45am–2:30pm, Mon–Thu

7–10:30am and 5–10pm, Fri 7–10:30am and 5–11pm, Sat 8–10:30am and

5–11pm, Sun 8–10:30am and 5–10pm. $$$ 2 W Washington, DC, 515 15th

St. NW (Pennsylvania Ave.), 202-661-2440, jgsteakhousewashingtondc.com

Masa 14* • U Street Corridor • Latin/Asian
A woodsmoke smell wafts out the door to the sidewalk, teasing passersby and all

those in line for a table. (Thanks to its stunning popularity and a limited re s e r-

vations policy, there is always a line.) Masa’s cavernous interior includes one of

the longest bars in DC (65 feet), old brick walls, a window-fronted kitchen at the

re a r, and plenty of communal and smaller tables throughout. This go-to place for

Latin-Asian fusion small plates of pork belly tacos, barbecued salmon, and ham

and goat cheese flatbreads is also a must for sightings of DC head-turners, fro m

political pundits to flitting social butterflies. Late hours nightly and a DJ on

weekends make Masa a must for nightlife denizens, too. Mon–Thu 5pm–2am

and Fri 5pm–3am, Sat 11am–3am, Sun 11am–2am. $ b c 3 1825 14th St. NW

(Swann St.), 202-328-1414, masa14.com

Oyamel Cocina Mexicana • Penn Quarter • Mexican
Was there ever any doubt that a Jose Andres restaurant would be a hit? Of

course not. Oyamel is transplanted from suburban Vi rginia to this prime Penn

Q u a rter perch, a stone’s throw from Andres’ other operations, the pere n n i a l l y

popular Jaleo, Café Atlantico, and Zaytinya. The fresh margaritas, the gua-

camole (made table-side), and all those cunning little antojitos—from tacos de

pescado to chiles en nogada—draw a stylish, ravenous bunch. The best seats

in the house are at the tiny, window-front ceviche counter, where bar stools

grant young professionals an enviable see-and-be-seen vantage. S u n – M o n

11:30am–10pm, Tue–Thu 11:30am–11:30pm, Fri–Sat 11:30am–midnight. $

b2 401 Seventh St. NW (D St.), 202-628-1005, oyamel.com

P.O.V.* • Downtown • Tapas
The place to go for a drink also happens to serve excellent food, from a gour-

met burger to chicken samosas, available all day. Sun noon–11pm, Mon–Thu

11am–11pm, Fri 11am–1am, Sat noon–1am. $ 3 W Washington, DC, 515

15th St. NW (Pennsylvania Ave.), 202-661-2478

Classic DC Nightlife

The Gibson • U Street Corridor • Bar/Lounge
Secreted behind a nondescript red door on 14th Street, this cool speakeasy is

a bar among bars. From the classic cocktail that gives the place its name to the

intriguing Salad Days Sour, The Gibson takes its drinking almost as seriously as

its policy against standing at the bar. With its dim lighting and limited seating

capacity (the place maxes out at 48), the atmosphere here is almost always inti-

mate. To ensure a spot, book early; The Gibson accepts reservations for half of

its seats. Wed–Thu 6pm–1am, Fri–Sat 6pm–2am, Sun 6pm–1am. 2 2009

14th St. NW (U St. NW), 202-232-2156

Gin & Tonic Tavern • Upper Northwest • Bar
If the “less is more” approach speaks to you, say hello to Gin & Tonic. The tav-

ern is one long, brick-walled room featuring two bars, a DJ booth, a smattering

of tables, and yes, lots of people—Georgetown University students to Obama

administration staffers. Small-batch gins joined with tonics are the eponymous

house specialty here, though most patrons are imbibing beer. Wednesday and

Thursday nights draw a fair share of karaoke and poker fans, but on weekends,

there’s no denying it: The scene is one big party, with a whole lot of dancing

going on. Mon–Thu 5pm–2am, Fri 5pm–3am, Sat 11:30am–3am, Sun

11:30am–2pm. 3 2408 Wisconsin Ave. NW (Calvert St.), 202-333-3114,

ginandtonictavern.com

Potenza* • Downtown • Bar/Lounge
Sit in the dining room facing the main entrance of this Italian restaurant, and

you’ll soon find yourself overwhelmed by the sheer number of 20- and 30-some-

things (both winsome beauties and luscious beaus) making a beeline for the bar.

That’s because Potenza’s bar scene is off-the-wall crazy. Nightly. After work. And

the weekends, oh, the weekends! Settled on the tufted cushion chairs in the

sexy, paneled lounge or on comfy stools lining the long zinc bar, DC’s pretty girls

and boys eye each other over the rims of their Bellinis and Negronis, teasing out

the moment and the evening for all they’re worth. Mon–Thu 11:30am–10pm,

Fri–Sat 11:30am–11pm, Sun 3pm–midnight. 3 1430 H St. NW (15th St.),

202-638-4444, potenzadc.com
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Proof* • Penn Quarter • American
“Proof is in the pudding.” “Proof positive.” Oh yes, Washington wags are hav-

ing fun spinning the name of one of DC’s “it” spots. Just ask the frocked-up

flirts eyeing you from the bar, or the sexy young sophisticates ensconced in con-

versation. The best seats in the house are in the banquettes facing the window

front, which offer stellar views of Penn Quarter outside and the exuberant social

scene within. Star sommelier Sebastian Zutant steers diners toward the perfect

wine and, if pressed, toward his favorite dishes (flatbreads, pork rillettes) at this

wine-centric restaurant, where DC’s trendiest keep returning for further proof of

Proof. Mon–Wed 11:30am–2pm and 5–10:30pm, Thu–Fri 11:30am–2pm and

5:30–11pm, Sat 5:30–11pm, Sun 5–9:30pm. $$ b3 775 G St. NW (Eighth

St. NW), 202-737-7663, proofdc.com

Sei Restaurant and Lounge* • Penn Quarter • Asian
A rguably DC’s chicest restaurant, Sei evokes Sweden’s Ice Hotel, a blizzard of

whiteness blanketing cushioned chairs, stone tabletops, window shades, floors,

and ceilings. And yet for all this coolness, the place is hot, boasting a full

house nightly. Sei’s menu devotes most of its pages to premium chilled sake,

the perfect complement to its small plate sushi and inventive Japanese fare .

Try the fatty tuna nigiri, the wasabi guacamole, or the sake-cured cod, then

take a seat in the lounge for a sake nightcap. Mon–Thu 11:30am–2:30pm and

5–11pm, Fri 11:30am–2:30pm and 5pm–midnight, Sat noon-2:30pm and

5pm–midnight, Sun noon–2:30pm and 5–10pm. $ b 3 447 Seventh St. NW

(E St.), 202-783-7007, seire s t a u r a n t . c o m

The Source by Wolfgang Puck • Penn Quarter • Asian
Wolfgang Puck’s first Washington foray has proven a spectacular success. The

sophisticated Asian fare—a rare offering in DC—is fantastic. Upstairs, food-

ies drool over pork belly dumplings and slow-cooked, Indian-spiced Kobe

s h o rt ribs. Downstairs is a sexier scene, with capitol comers lounging on 

L-shaped couches, slurping dark ’n’ stormies. Located in a corner of the

Newseum, The Sourc e ’s two-story, window-wrapped façade and stre a m l i n e d ,

minimalist interior allow for intriguing views from any seat in the house.

Mon–Thu 11:30am–2pm and 5:30–10pm (lounge until 11pm), Fri

11:30am–2pm and 5:30–11pm (lounge until midnight), Sat 5:30–11pm

(lounge until midnight). $ $ $ b c 2 575 Pennsylvania Ave. NW (Sixth St. NW),

202-637-6100, wolfgangpuck.com/re s t a u r a n t s

Vinoteca Wine Bar and Bistro • U Street Corridor • American
Washington’s 20- and 30-somethings are crazy about wine these days. No sur-

prise, then, that a bevy of wine bars—Vinoteca among them—has sprung up to

cater to their tastes. Located in a town house just off U Street, this wine bar

and bistro boasts wall-hugging banquettes at the rear, a large lounge upstairs,

and sidewalk seating outside. Very much a neighborhood hangout, Vinoteca

offers something for everyone, including flamenco dancers on Sunday nights.

Chat up new friends over lamb and feta sliders at the bar, or head upstairs to

the lounge for an order of the scallops with cauliflower in white truffle oil.

Tue–Thu 4:30pm–2am, Fri–Sat 4:30pm–3am, Sun 11am–3pm and

4:30pm–2am. $$ b2 1940 11th St. NW (U St. NW), 202-332-9463,

vinotecadc.com

Policy • U Street Corridor • Lounge
Even before you’re out of the car, even before you’ve reached the entrance, it’s

clear: Policy is a scene. Tall men in smart-looking jackets (ties discarded) and

svelte women in short, flirty dresses spill out onto the sidewalk, while inside the

modern brothel–style restaurant, every red vinyl booth and bar stool is taken,

every possible place to stand is occupied, and everyone’s sipping lovetinis

(chocolate vodka martinis) before heading to the upstairs lounge where DJs spin

hip-hop and global electro on weekends. There’s no cover if you reserve a spot

online, but Saturday nights require a one-bottle minimum purchase per table of

f o u r. Tu e – Wed 5–11pm, Thu 5pm–midnight, Fri–Sat 5pm–2am, Sun

11am–4pm. 93 1904 14th St. NW (T St.), 202-387-7654, policydc.com

Rock & Roll Hotel • Atlas District • Nightclub
D C ’s most recently up-and-coming neighborhood is in a part of town you

w o u l d n ’t want to visit during the day. Once the sun goes down, however, H

Street gets a whole lot livelier, as urban ramblers trek to check out alternative

sounds and cheap beers at the Rock & Roll Hotel. The R&R features live music

by indie groups like the Presets and by DJs who draw go-crazy dance crowds.

They tend to be high-energy 20-somethings, sporting tattoos and tight jeans.

Check out the concert schedule and purchase tickets online to save time at the

door. Sun–Thu 8pm–midnight, Fri–Sat 8pm–3am. 93  1353 H St. NE (13th

St.), 202-388-7625, ro c k a n d ro l l h o t e l d c . c o m

Veritas • Dupont Circle • Wine Bar
Who knew? All the cool kids ever wanted was a cozy little wine bar. Situated at

the point where Dupont Circle merges with Adams Morgan, Veritas is a tiny, soft-

lit space that fills nightly with young sophisticates, snogging couples, and first

daters. They’re all here trying out one of the 70 exquisite wines available by the

glass or bottle, while also chatting it up—rather loudly, it must be said, since

conversations are quickly subsumed by the noise of this bar’s confined quarters.

The menu features small plates of cheese and charcuterie to accompany the

wine. Nightly 5pm–late. 3 2031 Florida Ave. NW (Connecticut Ave.), 202-265-

6270, veritasdc.com

Classic DC Restaurants

Potenza* • Downtown • Italian
This perfectly situated downtown restaurant near the White House serves authen-

tic southern Italian cuisine in a free-flowing dining room that includes a salami

c o u n t e r, raw bar, bakery, and patio with views of the Washington Monument.

Mon–Thu 11:30am–10pm, Fri–Sat 11:30am–11pm, Sun 3pm–midnight. $ $

b 3 1430 H St. NW (15th St.), 202-638-4444, potenzadc.com
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Westend Bistro by Eric Ripert* • West End • American
Full of lip and artfully coiffed, Frenchman Eric Ripert preens from his re s t a u-

r a n t ’s home page but, tant pis, rarely presides from the open kitchen of his

crackling-hot bistro. (Ripert ’s primary gig is as chef of New Yo r k ’s esteemed

Le Bern a rdin.) Never mind. Diners eagerly converge here for Ripert ’s take on

classic American fare (burgers, Chesapeake seafood stew) and re i m a g i n e d

F rench standbys. After it had been open barely two months, the bistro shock-

ingly captured a coveted slot (15!) in Wa s h i n g t o n i a n m a g a z i n e ’s 2008 “100

Best Restaurants” list. The bar, meanwhile, is the favorite swilling ground for

D C ’s coltish set. Sun–Thu 11:30am–2:30pm and 5:30–10pm, Fri–Sat

11:30am–2:30pm and 5:30–11pm. $ $ b 2 Ritz-Carlton Washington, 1190

22nd St. NW (M St. NW), 202-974-4900, westendbistro d c . c o m

Chic DC Nightlife

Bourbon Steak* • Georgetown • Hotel Bar
For all its distinctive features—leather ceiling, stained white-oak flooring, brown

Marrone marble-top bar—and famous faces, the lounge is first and foremost the

chillest place in town to hang your hat and sip a see-through. Sun 2:30pm–mid-

night, Mon–Thu 11am–midnight, Fri 11am–1am, Sat 2:30pm–1am. 3 F o u r

Seasons Hotel, 2800 Pennsylvania Ave. NW (28th St. NW), 202-944-2026,

f o u r s e a s o n s . c o m / w a s h i n g t o n / d i n i n g / b o u r b o n _ s t e a k . h t m l

Brasserie Beck* • Downtown • Bar
A lively, expansive bar fronts this European-style brasserie restaurant, where

b a rtenders and patrons are ever poised to welcome all who enter. In addition

to the excellent beer selection (much of it Belgian), there ’s also an eclectic

wine list. Mon–Thu 11:30am–12:30am, Fri 11:30am–1am, Sat 5pm–1am,

Sun 11:30am–8pm. 3  1101 K St. NW (11th St. NW), 202-408-1717,

b e c k d c . c o m

Co Co. Sala* • Penn Quarter • Lounge
This chocolate lounge definitely makes DC’s “it” list, with the sensual sights,

smells, and tastes of chocolate recalling the films Like Water for Chocolate a n d

Chocolat. The exotic-looking bartenders and beefy bouncers speak with charm-

ing accents, while scenes of swirling chocolate loop again and again on the TVs

just above the bar. DC’s hippest scene-stealers are here too, throwing back coco-

jitos (chocolate-infused vodka mixed with muddled mint leaves), and doing their

best to bring back the sexy. Mood lighting, banquettes, and Euro-trance tunes

enhance this bar’s dreamy feel. Mon–Thu 5pm–1:30am, Fri–Sat 5pm–2:30am.

2 929 F St. NW (Ninth St.), 202-347-4265, cocosala.com

Masa 14* • U Street Corridor • Nightclub
Masa’s nightly late hours, 100 varieties of tequilas, late-night menu, and DJ

entertainment on Friday and Saturday make it prime drinking, grazing, flirting,

and dancing territory. Mon–Thu 5pm–2am, Fri 5pm–3am, Sat 11am–3am, Sun

11am–2am. 3 1825 14th St. NW (Swann St.), 202-328-1414, masa14.com

Cork* • U Street Corridor • Wine Bar
Oenophiles of all stripes hang out here, sampling flights of both traditional vintages

and more adventurous labels. The wine list includes a large international selection,

much of it available by the glass. Tu e – Wed 5pm–midnight, Thu–Sat 5pm–1am,

Sun 5pm–midnight. 2 1720 14th St. NW (R St.), 202-265-2675, corkdc.com

H Street Country Club • Atlas District • Theme Bar
The term “country club” is far-fetched and the word “bar” doesn’t quite cover

it. The H Street Country Club is what it is: a two-level, brick-walled, AstroTurf-

paved dining room and bar, where you can play a nine-hole game of mini golf

(putting the ball around a miniature Lincoln Memorial and other DC landmarks)

or try your hand at Skee-Ball, shuffleboard, or pool. What’s more, the kitchen

turns out some of the best Mexican food in the city. The fact that the club sits

in the most urbane DC neighborhood makes no difference—this place is always

standing room only. Sun–Thu 5pm–2am, Fri–Sat 5pm–3am. 3 1335 H St. NE

(13th St.), 202-399-4722, hstreetcountryclub.com

Little Miss Whiskey’s Golden Dollar • Atlas District • Bar
Playing down the buzz creates a buzz—that seems to be the thinking behind

Little Miss Whiskey’s. And oh, how it works. This darling of the Atlas District

hides in plain sight, with not a marquee, sign, website, or phone number to

direct hipsters. Word of mouth will deliver you to the right door, and then, once

you’re inside the two-story club, its purple walls, eclectic selection of hard-

driving DJ-spun tunes, comfy lounge, charming crowd, purple lantern-lit patio,

jammed dance floor, and quirky beer list will keep you coming back. Mon–Thu

5pm–1:30am, Fri–Sat 5pm–2:30am. 3 1104 H St. NE (11th St.)

Marvin* • U Street Corridor • Bar/Lounge
With its selection of 30 Belgian beers, Marvin draws streams of hipsters to its

rooftop deck, where DJs spin soul, ska, jazz, and funk nightly. Sun–Thu

5:30pm–2am, Fri–Sat 5:30pm–3am. 3 2007 14th St. NW (U St.), 202-797-

7171, marvindc.com

Midtown Loft • Dupont Circle • Nightclub
The Loft’s “entertainment parlor” subtitle makes it sound like a strip club.

Heavens, no. Think instead foosball, shuffleboard, pool, and video games, as

well as live acoustic music, cover bands, and DJ tunes and dancing. Hip? Hell,

yeah. Situated on the third floor of a Dupont Circle town house (its bottle-

service big sis, Midtown, occupies floors one and two), with windows overlook-

ing Connecticut Avenue, the Loft welcomes all who enter here (arrive by 11pm

weekends to avoid a line), whether dressed in flip-flops and jeans or a leopard-

print bustier and hot pants. Its sex appeal derives from its very insouciance,

drawing girls and boys who just want to have fun. Mon–Thu 5pm–2am, Fri

5pm–3am, Sat 8pm–3am. 3 1219 Connecticut Ave. NW, 3rd Floor (18th St.

NW), 202-466-7529, midtownloftdc.com
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The Park at 14th • Downtown • Lounge
The Park’s owners know their stuff (Marc Barnes, owner of DC’s premier dance

club, Love, is a backer here), and they’ve secured the attention of the city’s

hipster set, whom you’ll find panting away behind the velvet rope every week-

end. Sadly for them, however, admission is by invitation only. The luxuriously

f u rnished club features four bars, two balconies, DJs, and table service start-

ing at $500. Saturday night after 11pm is prime time; take the elevator all

the way to the fourth floor and insert yourself into the thick of the crowd as it

t h robs to the DJ’s international and R&B tunes. Thu 5pm–2am, Fri 5pm–3am,

Sat 9pm–3am, Sun 9pm–2am. Restaurant: Thu–Fri 5–10pm, Sat–Sun

6–10pm. 3 920 14th St. NW (K St.), 202-737-7275, theparkat14th.com

P.O.V.* • Downtown • Hotel Bar
White House top brass have been known to take a meeting here (yes, that would

be Deputy Chief of Staff Mona Sutphen), even party here (Social Secre t a ry Desirée

Rogers), and no wonder: The city’s hottest spot is a literal stone’s throw from the

White House. Situated on the top floor of the trendy W Hotel, P. O . V. ’s covered ter-

race presents guests with the most spectacular view in town, including the White

House, the Tre a s u ry Building, and the Washington Monument. The lounge accepts

re s e rvations, which are a must, no matter the time of day or night. Adding to the

commotion are DJ entertainment Thu–Sun and delicious cocktails (try the

S t r a w b e rry Lemonade, a mash of fresh strawberries, vodka, and lemon juice). S u n

noon–2am, Mon–Thu 11am–2am, Fri 11am–3am, Sat noon–3am. 3  W

Washington DC, 515 15th St. NW (Pennsylvania Ave.), 202-661-2478

Proof* • Penn Quarter • Bar
It’s hard to say who has a better time here, the diners who come to savor the

New American cuisine in the dining room or the drinkers in full-throttle devil-

may-care mood who come to pack the adjoining bar. Mon–Wed 11:30am–2pm

and 5:30pm–1am, Thu–Fri 11:30am–2pm and 5:30pm–2am, Sat

5:30pm–2am, Sun 5pm–midnight. 3 775 G St. NW (Eighth St. NW), 202-

737-7663, proofdc.com

Quill • White House • Bar/Lounge
Try Quill’s foie gras bonbon tapas, and you’ll taste smooth, rich goose liver, fol-

lowed by a sensation of tiny firecrackers bursting inside your mouth (the crust

dissolves like Pop Rocks candy). It’s unconventionally thrilling, rather like the

bar itself. With its oak-paneled walls and sounds of jazz standards, the Jefferson

Hotel’s salon at first seems classically clubby. But it holds unconventional sur-

prises—in the glimmering expanse of the illuminated orange-glass bar, the pat-

ois of languages overheard, the sultry couples canoodling in the cozy nooks, and

the rambunctious tastes that arrive on the tongue with sips of the Dry Pepper

Martini. Sun–Thu 11am–midnight, Fri–Sat 11am–2:30am. 2 The Jefferson

Hotel, 1200 16th St. NW (M St.), 202-448-2300, jeffersondc.com

Sei Restaurant and Lounge* • Penn Quarter • Lounge
This white as ice, utterly cool lounge is folded into an equally chic restaurant by

the same name. Premium chilled sakes are the house specialty, as are embellish-

ments like the Japanese mojito, made with sake, lime juice, shiso (mint leaves),

simple syrup, and citrus soda. Mon–Thu 5pm–2am, Fri–Sat noon–3am, Sun

n o o n – 2 a m . 3 447 Seventh St. NW (E St.), 202-783-7007, seire s t a u r a n t . c o m

trying to decide between, say, the banh mi (a traditional Vietnamese sandwich)

or a New Orleans muffaletta. Mon–Fri 7am–4pm. $- 2 1706 G St. NW (18th

St.), 202-408-7474, gstreetfood.com

Good Stuff Eatery • Capitol Hill • Burger Joint
Listen up—you just might hear the buzz about Good Stuff Eatery, a venture

f ro m Top Chef contestant Spike Mendelsohn (the mouthy guy wearing the fedo-

ra, remember?). Burgers are the draw at this Capitol Hill hot spot, especially

the farmhouse cheeseburger on a Pennsylvania Dutch bun, which pairs nicely

with the hand-cut fries and hand-spun shakes. As old-school as all this sounds,

the concept is more re t ro-hip, at least according to Mendelsohn, who sees the

place as the start of an empire. You heard it here first. Mon–Sat 11am–11pm,

Sun 11am–8pm. $ 3 303 Pennsylvania Ave. SE (Third St.), 202-543-8222,

goodstuffeatery.com

Marvin* • U Street Corridor • Belgian/American
Sharing the same lineage as the über-hip Eighteenth Street Lounge, Marvin

eschews that club’s exclusivity by welcoming everyone. And that’s the only prob-

lem—the cozy upstairs bar and lounge are packed most nights, though the large

rooftop deck catches much of the overflow. Named after Marvin Gaye (who lived

briefly in Belgium), Marvin features 30 Belgian beers on tap and by the bottle

and also serves Belgian classics and American soul food in its atmospheric first-

floor bistro. Any night’s a good night to book a table re s e rvation for the re s t a u r a n t

downstairs, which will give you a shot at a seat in the upstairs lounge later.

Sun–Thu 5:30–11pm, Fri–Sat 5:30pm–midnight. $$ 3 2007 14th St. NW (U

St.), 202-797-7171, marvindc.com

Posto • U Street Corridor • Italian
It goes like this: The doors open for dinner, a few passersby wander in and sit

down in the cavernous, empty dining room, and the next thing you know, the

place is jammed. It’s the same story night after night at this no-reservations

bistro. This little sister of the elegant Tosca lies in a neighborhood of theatres

and boutiques, nightclubs and bars, and draws from that scene a motley crowd

of hand-holding gay couples and bearded beatnik types, all of whom chatter joy-

ously between mouthfuls of freshly made tortellini or tagliatelle with pheasant

ragout. Mon–Thu 5:30–10:30pm, Fri–Sat 5–11:30pm, Sun 5–10pm. $ 3

1515 14th St. NW (P St. NW), 202-332-8613, postodc.com

Hip DC Nightlife

Birch & Barley and ChurchKey* • Dupont Circle • Bar/Lounge
C h u rc h K e y, upstairs from Birch & Barley, attracts crowds nightly to its high-toned

bar/lounge, with its 70-foot-long bar, yellow cushioned booths, high ceilings,

l e a t h e r-topped bar stools, and 500-beer inventory, including five cask-condi-

tioned ales. B i rch & Barley Tue–Sun 5:30–10pm. ChurchKey Mon–Thu

4pm–1am, Fri 4pm–2am, Sat noon–2am, Sun noon–1am. 3 1337 14th St. NW

(Rhode Island Ave.), 202-567-2576, birc h a n d b a r l e y.com, churc h k e y d c . c o m
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UltraBar • Penn Quarter • Nightclub
Washington Post nightlife re p o rters name UltraBar one of the city’s best bets

for dancing, an activity that takes place on all four floors of this hopping club.

E v e ry night features a fresh new DJ, which means that on a Thursday  it might

be salsa in the basement, hip-hop on the main floor, Top 40 on the third level,

and house in the top floor’s VIP lounge. A tip: Pay a visit online to the club’s

website to print out passes that’ll get you in free before 11pm. T h u

10pm–2am, Fri–Sat 10pm–3am. 93 911 F St. NW (Ninth St.), 202-638-

4663, ultrabard c . c o m

Westend Bistro by Eric Ripert* • West End • Bar
How does one find the Westend Bistro’s bar inside the Ritz-Carlton Washington

Hotel? Just follow the buzz of conversations and the peals of delighted laugh-

ter. This is a great place for a glass of champagne. Mon–Thu 11:30am–2:30pm

and 5:30–10pm, Fri 11:30am–2:30pm and 5:30–11pm, Sat–Sun

5:30–11pm. 3 Ritz-Carlton Washington, 1190 22nd St. NW (M St. NW), 202-

974-4900, westendbistrodc.com

Chic DC Attractions

Newseum • Penn Quarter • Museum
Fold up that newspaper, shut down that computer, turn off that TV, and go to

the completely riveting Newseum. The glass-fronted, seven-level building

stands out on Pennsylvania Avenue, in full view of the Capitol. Visible thro u g h

the glass is the atrium’s immense LCD screen, displaying a continuous flow

of breaking world news. Fourteen galleries, 15 theatres, two broadcast stu-

dios, and 130 interactive stations help visitors explore five centuries of his-

t o ry. Play a re p o rter in an interactive newsroom, feel virtually “on the spot” in

a 4-D journalistic moment, or otherwise indulge your inner newshound. D a i l y

9 a m – 5 p m . $ $ 555 Pennsylvania Ave. NW (Sixth St.), 888-639-7386, 

n e w s e u m . o rg

Hip DC Hotels

Donovan House • Downtown • Trendy (193 rms)
L o rd knows tradition has its place in DC, but not, thankfully, in Donovan House, a

hip jewel of a hotel that debuted in March 2008. This first DC venture of the

Thompson Hotels Group is nothing if not tre n d y, with pod-like chairs, leather-

wrapped beds, and cocoon spiral showers in the guest rooms, and a bar and lounge

up on the roof. Forw a rd-thinking in design, Donovan hopes to attract similarly fash-

ionable clientele for both business and pleasure. All guest rooms have floor- t o - c e i l-

ing windows, flat-screen TVs, and iPod docking stations. The hotel’s best and most

spacious standard rooms—the studio kings—overlook Thomas Circle, and the

rooftop terrace (offering remarkable city views) is expected to draw both hotel guests

and chic young professionals from the neighborhood. Bonuses include a rooftop pool

and a restaurant from celebrity chef Susur Lee. $ $ $ 1155 14th St. NW

(Massachusetts Ave. NW), 202-737-1200 / 800-383-6900, donovanhousedc.com

Hip DC Restaurants

Birch & Barley and ChurchKey* • Dupont Circle • Modern American
Downstairs (Birch & Barley) is the beer-centric, wine-friendly, fun fine-dining

establishment. Upstairs (ChurchKey) is the all-beer, all-the-time pub and lounge:

555 beers re p resenting 30 countries, including 50 drafts and five “authentic,

hand-pumped, cask-conditioned ales.” To g e t h e r, they’re a pair of cro w d - p l e a s i n g

( p a t rons routinely start showing up at 4pm), palate-provoking destinations, espe-

c i a l l y, but not exclusively, for those who know a German Eku Pils from a Tw o

H e a rted Ale. (In fact, a full complement of cocktails is available on both levels.)

Favorites on the Birch & Barley dinner menu are the Arctic char tart a re starter and

the duck two ways (breast and confit) entrée. Staff recommend beer pairings, if

d e s i red, and these can change as often as the inventory, which is daily. B i rch &

Barley Tue–Sun 5:30–10pm. ChurchKey Mon–Thu 4pm–1am, Fri 4pm–2am, Sat

noon–2am, Sun noon–1am. $ $ b c 3 1337 14th St. NW (Rhode Island Av e . ) ,

202-567-2576, birc h a n d b a r l e y.com, churc h k e y d c . c o m

Cork* • U Street Corridor • American
Looks like wine bars are here to stay. Count on Cork, anyway. Ensconced in a

former coffeehouse, the cozy bar with exposed brick walls and a tin ceiling

attracts Hill types, thanks to politically plugged-in owners and 20-somethings

from the ’hood. Cork’s international inventory includes 143 bottles and 41

wines by the glass, though don’t expect to find any wines from the US or

Australia—the owners figure they already get enough coverage. A sampling of

mussels, French fries, and pan-crisped brioche sandwiches confirm the rumor

that, yes, the chef sous’d at top DC restaurant CityZen. Tu e – Wed 5pm–midnight,

Thu–Sat 5pm–1am, Sun 5pm–midnight. $ b2 1720 14th St. NW (R St.), 202-

265-2675, corkdc.com

Eatonville • U Street Corridor • Southern
Hipster loyalists of Busboys and Poets (perhaps DC’s most literary restaurant)

happily traipse across the street to Eatonville, named after playwright Zora

Neale Hurston’s home town in Florida. Mason jars filled with mint juleps and

plates topped with étouffée and pecan-crusted trout are among the many

Southern comfort foods served here. A jazz duo belts out Duke Ellington tunes

from the second-floor lounge, setting a mellow but lively tone for both the bar

and the dining room. Mon–Fri 11:30am–2:30pm and 5pm–midnight, Sat

5pm–midnight, Sun 11am–3pm and 5pm–midnight. $ bc2 2121 14th St.

NW (W St.), 202-332-9672, eatonvillerestaurant.com

G Street Food • White House • Cafe
In the food annals of DC, Mark Furstenberg is known as the person who cham-

pioned fine bread baking, along with homey gourmet takeout soups, salads, and

sweets, first at his Marvelous Market shops, then at his sandwich place, The

BreadLine. Those places, still fine, continue without his involvement, but

Furstenberg now has another good thing going. This hip cafe and take-out joint

near the White House features breakfast and lunch street fare from around the

world. Look for administration top guns in line doing the same thing you are:




